HOW TO MAKE YOUR WINDOWS SAFER FOR BIRDS
The Issue
In Canada, it’s estimated that 16 to 42 million birds are killed each year by colliding with
windows (Bird Studies Canada, 2020). Window collisions are thought to be the second highest
human-cause of bird mortality, after cats (Erickson et al. 2005). About 90% of window fatalities
occur during spring and fall migration, with migratory birds – mainly Neotropical-Nearctic birds –
being nine times more likely to collide with windows than resident breeding birds (Borden and
Lockhart, 2010).
Reflective Glass and Breezeways
The highest risk of fatality for birds is flying into buildings with a high percentage of reflective
glass because the glass mirrors the outdoor environment. Also, there may be a gap between
buildings where the birds can see the real environment on either side of the gap but do not see
the glass or clear plastic screen between the natural locations; often referred to as breezeways
(Machtans et al. 2013).
Such buildings are particularly deadly if there are trees or shrubs within five metres of the glass
(Borden & Lockhart, 2010; Machtans et al. 2013). The presence of trees and shrubs is only one
of numerous environmental reasons that birds stop at a location to rest and feed. Other factors
include proximity to water and food sources which, when they’re in a city greenspace, can
increase the risk of window collisions (Bonter et al. 2009). Fruit-bearing plants – which many
birds rely on during migration to provide the nutrients necessary to fuel their travel – form a
particularly bad trap for migratory birds when they’re close to windows, usually resulting in
fatalities.
The Main Objectives
Bird-window collision experts such as Bird Studies Canada and the Fatal Light Awareness
Program (FLAP) offer suggestions on how to prevent birds colliding with residential and
commercial buildings. After removing attractants such as fruit trees and shrubs that are close to
windows the main aim is to break up the reflection of the natural environment in the glass (Bird
Studies Canada, 2020; FLAP Canada, 2017a).
According to experts, hawk silhouettes covering less than 80% of a window, single window
decals, noise deterrents and plastic owls are not effective at preventing collisions as birds either
don’t notice them or quickly adapt and learn that they’re not a real threat (FLAP Canada,
2017b).
Specific Suggestions
1. Start by going outside and looking at your windows. If you see sky or vegetation reflected in
the glass then this is what a bird will also see and you may have to act to prevent, or at
least, reduce collisions.

2. Remove or minimize vegetation within five metres of windows or reflective glass. Prune
trees and shrubs and harvest fruits from trees before they become bird attractants.
3. Place bird feeders near shrubs or trees well away from windows to provide birds an
environment that is more attractive than the one near a window.
4. Fill your feeders during the late fall and winter when most migratory birds have already left
the Yukon.
5. Place flagging tape, paracord, mesh netting, window screens or other similar objects over
the exterior of your problem windows to help break up reflections. Ensure that they’re
placed no further than two inches away from the exterior of your window for the most
effective results.
a. PROS: Cost-effective and easy to implement, and very effective if installed correctly.
One Yukon Bird Club member reported having very good success with using netting
over windows.
b. CONS: Not always considered to be aesthetically-appealing and may degrade quickly
in outdoor conditions depending on the quality of the product used.
6. Window stickers or dots are a popular choice to reduce window collisions. The markers
should be placed on the exterior of the window and should be no less than 0.32 cm or oneeight of an inch in dimension and no more than two inches apart (FLAP Canada, 2017a).
a. PROS: Easy to implement, can be attractive and are effective if done correctly.
b. CONS: Lots of sticker material on your windows – low visibility from the inside.
7. Artistically-inclined? During bird-feeding season and as a fun arts project, try painting the
exterior of your problem windows with cool murals!
a. PROS: Cost-effective, easy to implement, fun, very effective.
b. CONS: Has to be maintained annually; low to no visibility from inside the building.
8. You can special order an exterior window film. The film (clear or coloured) reduces
reflections on the exterior of the window, and allows visibility from the inside of the building
out. The film has a life-span of 10+ years, and can be ordered from Convenience Group
Inc. in Wisconsin, U.S.A. Yukon University has successfully implemented this solution on
their glass breezeway between the Singles Residence and the Cafeteria.
a. PROS: Aesthetically-pleasing and long-lasting and very effective if installed properly.
b. CONS: Have to special order, not the cheapest solution.
If you have other ideas that could work well to keep our wild birds safe and the threat of
windows low, please reach out to the Yukon Bird Club at yukonbirdclub@yukonbirds.ca.
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