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2020 Yukon 
Birdathon 

Supporting bird & habitat conservation 
 

 
 

pring marks the return of our birds of summer, and 
the Yukon Birdathon is a special way to celebrate! 
Initiated in 1986, the Birdathon is an exciting 24-

hour birdwatching festival and an annual highlight of spring 
for many Yukon birders. Participants collect sponsors on a 
dollars-per-species basis in their quest to observe as many 
species as they can anywhere in the Yukon within the 
specified 24 hour period. The proceeds normally support 
bird and habitat conservation in the Yukon. 
 

The Birdathon is held on the last weekend in May. This 
year’s Birdathon begins at 5:00 pm. on Friday May 29 and 
finishes at 5:00 pm. on Saturday May 30. You do not have 
to be an experienced birdwatcher, and beginners are most 
welcome! Whether you spend all day prowling mountains 
for pipits and searching marshes for Soras, or just spend an 
hour or two at your favorite birding location, your 
participation is important!  

Birdathon Basics: It’s COVID-
19 and Corvid Friendly! 
 
The goal of the Birdathon is to have fun while celebrating 
our diverse and beautiful bird life in support of conservation 
education. The rules are few: 1) Count all species that you 
can confidently identify by sight or sound in the Yukon 
within the 24 hour period; 2) Follow Yukon Bird Club’s 
code of ethics which guide responsible birders; 3) Fully 
comply with current Yukon COVID-19 rules and 
guidelines. We encourage participants in the Birdathon to 
solicit sponsors, but as always sponsors are not required.  
This year circumstances are a bit volatile, so we also request 
that you let us know via email if you are planning to 
participate so we can keep you updated as we get closer to 
the event. 
 
As further guidance, we encourage participants this year to 
stay relatively close to home.  Unless you have mobility 
issues, we strongly encourage you to use environmentally 
friendly transportation, especially your own human power! 
 

You can bird on your own or in a team of people you live 
with. Birding with others is socially enjoyable and fewer 
birds go unnoticed! Team members must bird together in 
order to contribute to the team’s total. More than ever, 
participants are opting for an “Environmental Birdathon” 
relying solely on bikes, canoes or their own two feet for 
transportation. 
 
Scientific Value 
 
The Yukon Birdathon adds to our 
knowledge of the Yukon’s birdlife. 
Each year the Birdathon provides a 
snapshot of diversity and abundance 
during the peak of bird activity in the 
Yukon. The group total for all 
participants is usually about 130 
species. The Birdathon provides 
excellent information about the 
occurrence of many of our common 
species. As well, the unusual sightings 
always add to the excitement. A few of the notable species 
sighted over the years includes Yellow-billed Loon, 

Double-crested Cormorant, Bar-tailed Godwit, Smith's 
Longspur, Brant, Sandhill Crane, Tennessee Warbler, 
Western Kingbird, Sabine’s Gull, Clay-colored Sparrow, 
Western Tanager, House Finch, and Brewer’s Sparrow! 
What next?? 
 

Fundraising in 2020 For the 
Whitehorse Food Bank  
 
Normally the Birdathon serves as a fundraiser to support the 
Yukon Bird Club’s activities.  However these are not 
normal times.  In 
recognition of the 
difficult circumstances 
faced by many people 
this year, we are 
asking   sponsors to 
instead make a 
donation to the 
Whitehorse Food 
Bank.  This can be 
done directly  via  
their online fundraising page at:   
http://www.whitehorsefoodbank.ca/donations.   Donors will 
receive a charitable donation tax receipt automatically. To 
make  the Birdathon more interesting to everyone, you may 
want to use the pledge sheet to keep track of sponsors and 
afterwards can contact them with the appropriate amount to 
donate to the food bank depending on the number  of 
species of birds you found on your Birdathon. If you cannot 
participate and don’t know anyone who is, consider 
sponsoring our FEATURE BIRDER Taylor Belansky! 
 

Prizes! 
 
We will have prizes for the following: 

• Most species 
• Most species envirobirding 
• Most species by a family/household 
• Most species by a new particpant 
• Youngest birder 
• Oldest birder 
• Most species of Corvids (ravens, crows, magpies, 

jays, Clark’s Nutcracker) 
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Post-Birdathon Virtual 
Gathering 
 
Normally we host a post-Birdathon rendezvous at Robert 
Service Campground (in Whitehorse, off the Robert Service 
Way) for a potluck Barbeque. This year we will do 
something completely different in keeping with the times.  
We plan to host an online video-conference gathering for 
participants on Saturday evening.  Details will be posted on 
our website and Facebook Page. 
 
 To find out more contact:  Yukon Bird Club  4061-4th Avenue, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 1H1 e-mail: yukonbirdclub@yukonbirds.ca web: yukonbirds.ca 

 
 

The Yukon Bird Club is a registered non-profit, charitable 
organization with a strong commitment to promoting 
awareness, appreciation and conservation of Yukon birds 
and their habitats. 
 

 Birdfinding tips ... (in 2020 
we encourage staying fairly 
close to your home!) 
 
 McIntyre Creek: Golden-crowned Kinglet, Warbling Vireo, 

Townsend’s Warbler, Belted Kingfisher.  
 La Biche River: Canada Warbler, Western Tanager, Rose-

breasted Grosbeak, Ovenbird, Le Conte’s Sparrow. 
 Judas Creek: Black-bellied Plover, Brant, Least Flycatcher, 

Killdeer, Least Sandpiper 
 Wye Lake: Red-necked Grebe, Common Loon, Bonaparte’s 

Gull, Savannah Sparrow. 
 Dezadeash River: Northern Waterthrush, Western Wood-

Pewee, Gray-cheeked Thrush. 
 Dome Hill: Wilson’s and Orange-crowned Warbler. 
 Dempster Highway: Long-tailed Jaeger, Surfbird, Northern 

Wheatear, Gyrfalcon, Golden Eagle. 
 Nares Lake: Hudsonian Godwit, Canada Goose, 

Semipalmated Plover, Alder Flycatcher. 
 Teslin Lake: Surf Scoter, Pacific Loon, Rusty Blackbird, Bald 

Eagle, Arctic Tern. 
 Tagish area: Mountain Chickadee, Swainson’s Thrush, Red-

breasted Nuthatch, Wilson’s Snipe.  

 

Happy Birding! 
2020 Yukon Birdathon Pledges  

This year your tax-deductible pledge supports the Whitehorse Food Bank. To simplify and minimize risk, 
please ask your sponsors to donate directly online if possible at http://www.whitehorsefoodbank.ca/donations 

Yukon Bird Club 4061-4th Avenue, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 1H1 
e-mail: yukonbirdclub@yukonbirds.ca ~ web: yukonbirds.ca 

 

Participant or Team Name:  
 
Sponsor’s Name Address (required only if sponsors are donating 

cash or cheque to you for the Whitehorse Food Bank 
and require a tax receipt to be mailed) 

Pledge/ 
species 

Flat sum Amount 
owed 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 


